
ADVANCED PLACEMENT 
& DUAL CREDIT



ADVANCED PLACEMENT PROGRAM
The College Board’s Advanced Placement (AP) program in District 300 provides students with exposure 
to college-level coursework, with the opportunity to earn college credit through an end-of-course exam. 

How It Works
Yearlong Instruction: As with all Advanced Placement courses, students in D300 enroll in year long 
classes with a local high school teacher. At the end of the year, students take the Advanced Placement Exam 
in the given course. All Illinois public colleges and universities award credit for students earning a score of 3 
or higher on the exam.

Course and Instructor Development: Advanced Placement course curriculum and exams are developed 
by teams of experts, including college faculty. Advanced Placement teachers have access to strong 
professional development opportunities throughout the year, including workshops to enhance instruction.

Why Take Advanced Placement?
Students opt to take Advanced Placement courses for a variety of reasons. Why might a student decide to 
take an Advanced Placement course?

• Experience more rigorous coursework

• Earn credits to help get ahead in college

• Stand out in college admissions

• Skip introductory courses in college

• Develop college work habits 

What colleges looking for?

• Colleges want to see that students are making the most of the opportunities presented to them, and 

they are challenging themselves

• Core Advanced Placement courses are generally more desired, but Advanced Placement credits in 

courses aligned to a desired major are attractive too

• Highly selective universities (such as Ivy League schools) typically seek students with a range of 5 -12 

Advanced Placement courses

• Keep in mind, colleges and universities are also looking for students with a well-rounded resume, so 

Advanced Placement courses alone do not guarantee entrance into any college or university

2 | District 300



How does an Advanced Placement course compare to a regular high school course?

• Generally speaking, Advanced Placement courses are about 30% more work than traditional courses

• Advanced Placement courses require more research, critical thinking and practical application

• Courses typically dive deeper into topics

What Advanced Placement courses are offered in District 300?

• AP Art History

• AP Music Theory

• AP Studio Art

• AP English Language and Composition

• AP English Literature and Composition

• AP Human Geography

• AP Macroeconomics

• AP Psychology

• AP United States Government and Politics

• AP United States History

• AP World History

• AP Capstone Diploma Program

• AP Seminar

• AP Research

• AP Calculus AB

• AP Calculus BC

• AP Computer Science A

• AP Computer Science Principles

• AP Statistics

• AP Biology

• AP Chemistry

• AP Environmental Science

• AP Physics I

• AP Physics II

• AP Physics C

• AP Spanish Language and Culture

• AP Spanish Literature and Culture
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DUAL CREDIT PROGRAM
Through D300’s partnership with Elgin Community College, there are several ways for high school 
students to get a jumpstart on college. Whichever program best fits a student’s need, students save time 
and money, get a taste of college life, and prepare for a smooth transition to the next step.

Students can earn both high school and college credit for courses taken at ECC. The D300/ECC dual credit 
partnership offers three dual-credit programs which give students a variety of options—all at no or low cost!

Dual Credit Course and Program Participation Criteria
Dual credit courses and programs are available to D300 students who wish to participate in a part time 
or full time college option at Elgin Community College (ECC).  To be considered for participation in a dual 
credit program, students must be currently enrolled in a D300 high school, and:

• Meet D300 graduation credit requirements,

• Be on track to graduate and be classified with their high school class (cohort),

• Meet ECC minimum competencies for each course and/or program, and

• Meet all timelines established by ECC and D300 as part of the ECC/D300 enrollment process.

Timelines may include, but are not limited to: ECC enrollment application, ECC entrance testing requirements, 
etc.

District 300 full-time enrollment in Dual Credit programming shall not exceed 90 slots overall, with each 
high school to have 30 slots. Knowing that schools may have fluctuations in enrollment, no campus shall 
exceed 35 full-time dual credit enrollment students.

How It Works
The dual credit partnership offers on-site experiences with either college instructors or professional 
vocational instructors. 

• Full-Time Dual Credit [ECC]: Take a full schedule of general education classes at ECC and earn 

college and high school credit.

• Full-Time Dual Credit [ECC-Burlington Campus] - Fire Science: Take a full schedule of general 

education classes at ECC toward a fire science career and earn college and high school credit.

• Part-Time Dual Credit [ECC]: Earn dual credit by taking one or two general education classes per 

semester at ECC.

• Career & Technical Program [ECC]: Earn dual credit for classes in specific career or technical 

subjects.
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Dual enrollment students earn transcripted college credit at the host institution by passing the course. 
Whether and how that credit transfers from the transcripting institution to another institution depends on 
the state/institution policies.

For Career and Technical courses, high schools and postsecondary institutions partner to create clear 
pathways to certifications and potential degrees. Certification/degree attainment, and credit accumulation 
depend on the program, the host institution, and the transfer institution, if applicable.

Instruction: As with all Dual Credit courses, students in D300 enroll as ECC students as well. At the end of 
the college semester, students earn their college and high school grade. 

Why Take Dual Credit?
Students opt to take Dual Credit courses for a variety of reasons. Why might a student decide to enroll in a 
Dual Credit experience:

• Experience more rigorous coursework

• Earn credits to help get ahead in college

• Stand out in college admissions

• Skip introductory courses in college

• Develop college work habits 

How does Dual Credit course compare to a regular high school course?
• Generally speaking, Dual Credit courses are offered off the traditional base school campus and held 

at Elgin Community College. 
• Dual Credit courses require more research, critical thinking and practical application
• Courses typically dive deeper into content specific topics
• Successful completion of the ECC Full-Time Dual Credit, full time program, can lead to a student 

earning an Associate of Arts [AA] or Associate of Science [AS] degree.

District 300 offers current high school students several opportunities to earn tuition-free college credit 
through our partnership with Elgin Community College.
 
District 300 and Elgin Community College programs include Full-Time Dual Credit, Part-Time Dual Credit, and 
Career and Technical.
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Partnerships
Elgin Community College

Dual Credit – Full-time Option

The Full-Time Dual Credit program provides several full-time program options. Qualified high school 
juniors and seniors enroll in a minimum of 12 college credits each semester. These courses meet the 
postsecondary requirements of the general education core curriculum as well as high school graduation 
requirements. School district pays tuition, but families are responsible for transportation to the ECC 
campus as well as the cost of textbooks and supplies. Students work in partnership with the ECC Academic 
Advising Office and their high school guidance counselor to choose the appropriate transferable courses.

• Junior Pathway provides students with a more personalized academic plan to earn both their high 

school diploma and an Associate in Arts or Associate in Science degree (at least 60 credit hours).

• Senior Pathway includes a prescribed list of college courses allowing students to complete up to 

32 college credits. The courses included are aligned with the general education requirements of a 

transfer degree.  

Program Qualifications:
• Current sophomore or junior at time of application. 

• Minimum cumulative high school GPA of 3.0 (unweighted).

• Demonstrate college-readiness based upon SAT and/or ECC placement tests in the areas of reading, 

writing, and mathematics.

• Good attendance record.

• Successful completion of entrance interview conducted at base high school.

• Students that do not meet the minimum GPA requirement may be admitted into the program with 

high school and ECC approval. All testing requirements must be met.

• Enrollment is limited, with priority given to students applying to begin Full-Time Dual Credit junior 

year.

Is full-time dual credit a good option for you?
• Student complete all coursework at Elgin Community College and participation in high school 

activities might be limited because of commitment to college-level courses.

• Students are beginning the start of their college education. This will result in an official college 

transcript.

• Students need the maturity and strong time management skills to complete assignments and plan 

ahead for exams, projects and papers.

• Reliable transportation is an important consideration.

For information on how to enroll, see www.elgin.edu/highschool.
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Dual Credit – Part-time Option
Qualified juniors and seniors enroll in 2-3 college courses each semester. Courses are selected from a 
variety of academic disciplines, including general education (i.e., English, math, history, science, etc.) and 
career and technical education (CTE) programs (i.e. automotive, culinary arts, paralegal, etc.).
Students choose courses with the help of high school counselor to ensure courses selected meet 
high school requirements.  The school district and high school approve enrollment of their students. 
Enrollment is limited.
The district pays tuition and fees. Students are responsible for transportation and course supplies. If 
enrolling in a CTE program, the high school may pay for the textbooks assigned to the course/s. 

Options & Qualifications:
• General Education Courses, see options below:

• High school juniors and seniors in the top 10 percent of their class or who have at least a 3.00 

unweighted GPA. NOTE: Students that do not meet the minimum GPA requirement may be 

admitted into the program with high school and ECC approval. 

• Demonstrate college-readiness based upon SAT and/or ECC placement tests. Readiness 

requirements depend on ECC course prerequisites.

• Career-Technical Education Courses, see options below:

• High school juniors and seniors in the top 20 percent of their class or who have at least a 2.00 

unweighted GPA. NOTE: Students that do not meet the minimum GPA requirement may be 

admitted into the program with high school and ECC approval. 

• Complete the ECC reading placement exam. Some programs and courses require students 

demonstrate college-readiness skills. For program specific requirements, click here 

Is part-time dual credit a good option for you?

• Student complete all coursework at Elgin Community College and participation in high school 

activities might be limited because of commitment to college-level courses.

• Students are beginning the start of their college education. This will result in an official college 

transcript.

• Students need the maturity and strong time management skills to complete assignments and plan 

ahead for exams, projects and papers.

• Students enrolled in part-time dual credit courses should recognize that class meetings times and 

locations may vary depending on the course/program. Review the class schedule carefully when 

making registration decisions.

• Reliable transportation is an important consideration.

For information on how to enroll, contact your guidance counselor and review the steps listed at www.
elgin.edu/highschool.
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ECC Career and Technical Program
High school seniors can enroll as part-time students, during the school day, and take college classes in 
over 20 career and technical areas. 
 
ECC’s Career & Technical Program is ideal for high school students who want to earn college credit for 
coursework in subjects like accounting, culinary arts, fire science, and health professions—without paying 
tuition.
 
Students can choose from 20-plus career and technical programs, ranging from emergency services to 
clinical lab technology to graphic design. Options vary depending on your school district so all students 
are to work with the school’s counselor on program availability. 
 
Program participation requirements:

• Meet with your high school guidance counselor.

• Be junior or senior class status.

• Have a minimum 2.0 GPA.

• Meet ECC’s academic minimum competencies.

For program information, please click here.

District 300 covers the cost of tuition; students are responsible for the cost of books and for providing 
their own transportation.

Articulated Credit Program
Each articulated high school course is the equivalent of an Elgin Community College course and meets the 
Elgin Community College course’s learning objectives and/or task competencies. To receive proficiency 
credit for these courses at Elgin Community College, the student must:

• Complete the articulated high school course (or, for some areas, the course sequence) with a final 

grade average of “B” or better each semester.

• Enroll at ECC in a degree-seeking program in the fall semester following graduation or later, within 

27 months. 
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Student qualifies for program 
based upon ECC entrance 
criteria (SAT score or 
entrance exam score)  

In the event final student 
rank order is identical, and 
there are not enough seats 
for all, students will be 
chosen at random by lottery

Student meets or exceeds 
the school based cut score 
for interview with D300 
committee (aspiring juniors 
only)

Student is currently enrolled 
in a District 300 High School

Applicants not initially 
selected, will be placed on 
a school-based waiting list, 
in the event a student drop 
occurs before the start of the 
school year

All qualified applicants are rank 
ordered based upon their score 
on the D300 ECC Full-Time Dual 
Credit Entrance Rubric 

D300 - ECC FULL-TIME DUAL CREDIT 
ENTRANCE CRITERIA FLOW CHART
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Courses Taken at Base high school

Courses count as high school credit 

May reduce the number of courses 
needed to complete a college degree -  
if students score a 3 or higher on the  
AP exam

Offered in all high school grade levels

Widely available to students interested in 
taking a rigorous, college-level course 

Courses taken at ECC 

Courses count as both high school credit 
and college credit

Reduces the number of courses needed 
to complete a college degree - if students 
earn a passing grade in the course

Offered in grades 11 and 12 

Available to students who meet specific 
entrance criteria 

Provide rigorous 
college-level 
course offerings 

Instructed by 
highly qualified 
teaching staff

Which to choose?

Advanced Placement Dual Credit

Both

ADVANCED PLACEMENT  
VS. DUAL CREDIT
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CUSD 300 Elgin Community College Dual Credit Program Student Application Form 

Students planning to enroll in a dual credit course, or courses, must be currently enrolled in a D300 high 
school, and should complete this application form for participation in any of ECC’s Dual Credit programs. 
Submit this form to your high school’s counseling office by February 1. 

Student Name 

Student ID Number 

Counselor Name 

Base High School 

I hereby request to be entered in the following ECC Dual Credit Program(please circle one): 

ECC Full-Time Dual Credit ECC Career and Technical ECC Part-Time Dual Credit 

Transportation/Financial Obligation: 

I understand that if I choose to participate in a ECC Dual Credit course that I am responsible for my own                     
transportation. Further, I understand that District 300 will pay for my Dual Credit course as long as I earn a                    
“D” or higher as my final grade. Students/families are responsible for the cost of books and other course                  
materials, and will be charged for the full amount of the course in the event of a course failure or course                     
withdrawl.  

Student Signature 
and Date 
Parent Signature 
And Date 

Office use only 

Date approved: _________________________________________________________ 

Associate Principal signature and date: ______________________________________ 

Assistant Superintendent signature and date:  _______________________________ 

Revised 3.21.17 



2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR 

ELGIN COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT FORM 

Student Name:___________________________________________  D300 ID Number:_______________________ 
Through the D300/Elgin Community College [ECC] partnership, academically eligible D300 students have the 
opportunity to take courses at ECC and earn both high school and college credits. Course details vary depending 
on which course a student participates in: Full-Time Dual Credit, Part-Time Dual Credit, or Career Technical. Some 
programs entail students attending both their base D300 high school and/or ECC each day and others programs will 
require attendance primarily at ECC. 

The cost of tuition is provided through a cooperative agreement between D300 and ECC if courses are satisfactorily 
completed.  Students are responsible for purchasing textbooks and certain class materials. 

The student and parent(s)/guardian(s) must be prepared for the possibility that a student could be withdrawn per 
college policy for performance, attendance and/or behavior situations.  

➢ Students are required to follow the D300 calendar as well as the ECC calendar. (ECC calendar available online at 
www.elgin.edu).    Students will attend ECC courses even if D300 is closed and vice versa.

➢ Students are subject to all D300 and ECC policies with regard to attendance, grades, behavior, and withdrawals, 
etc.

➢ Students are responsible to check their schedules on ACCESS ECC (ECC’s student management program) and 
attend courses as scheduled. Any issue must be reported to the student’s D300 counselor and ECC Director of 
High School Partnerships.

➢ Students will be responsible to reimburse D300 for tuition in the following circumstances:
○ If a student drops an ECC class after the first day the class is held, the student is responsible for the cost of 

the class. Contact your counselor as soon as possible if you want to drop a class.
○ If a student is dropped by the instructor for performance, attendance, or behavior.
○ If a student fails or does not complete a class.

➢ Students that leave a program for any reason will have to select from the available courses at their base high 
school. It must be understood that the available course options will likely be limited.

➢ D300 and ECC will hold mandatory student activities every Friday for all Full-Time Dual Credit students. 
These activities will be during normal school hours and take place at the D300 base high school and at ECC. 
Specific time and location information will be provided after the final details have been confirmed. 
Students are subject to removal from the Full-Time Dual Credit program if they are absent for more than two (2) 
of these sessions during a semester.

➢ Students will demonstrate consistent attendance and participation at the ECC fitness center (Full-Time Dual 
Credit).

I agree to the exchange of information and records (attendance, behavior, IEP, 504, grades and schedule) between Elgin                  
Community College and District 300 personnel. Your signature indicates that you have read the above requirements and                 
will abide by the policies as listed.  

Student Cell/Contact Phone Number: (__________)_________________________________ 

Student Signature: _____________________________________________________ Date: _____________________  

Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________ Date: _____________________  

Student’s Base School: Dundee-Crown Hampshire Jacobs 

This form is due to your counselor by the end of the school day on February, 1, 2019 



2550 Harnish Drive, Algonquin, IL 60102
www.d300.org
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